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Dear Sir/Madam 2 St MNasel, Dol o

As you may be aware that the Ministries of Health Family Welfare and the Women
and Child Development have been taking initiatives through the National Rural Health
Mission and ICDS with an idea for accelerating reduction in maternal neonatal and infant
mortality and child undernutrition. The ICDS currently provides the crucial community
based outreach system with an outreach of 10.79 lakh AWCs to 150 lakh pregnant and
lactating mothers and 688 lakh young children under 6 years, it links them with over 7.31
lakh ASHAs (Accredited Social Health Activists), around 1.46 Lakh Health sub centres,
23, 458 primary health centres and 4276 community health centres, FRUs and hospital
facilities at different levels. With the universalisation, ICDS would reach out to 14 lakh

habitations in 7076 projects in the country.

2. One major joint initiative in fact has been the adoption of WHO Child Growth
Standards, with effect from 15 August 2008 in both ICDS and NRHM, through a joint
circular dated 6 August 2008, issued by both the Secretaries of Women and Child
Development and Health and Family Welfare, Government of India. This was based on
the recommendations of a joint National Workshop in 2007. This initiative is being
enriched and complemented by another decision of both the ministries to introduce a
common Mother and Child Protection Card for both ICDS and NRHM, to strengthen the
continuum of care for pregnant mothers and children under three years of age,
incorporating the new WHO child growth a‘nd development standards. A copy of the Card

is annexed.






